
ORDINANCE NO. 6780 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 51, "GENERAL UTILITY PROVISIONS", 
OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, AND A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF GARLAND, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1 

That A r t i c l e VI of Chapter 51, "General U t i l i t y P r ovisions", of 
the Code of Ordinances of the C i t y of Garland, Texas, i s hereby 
amended t o read as f o l l o w s : 

"ARTICLE V I . WATER RESOURCE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN* 

Sec. 51.90 D e c l a r a t i o n of p o l i c y , purpose, and i n t e n t 

(A) I n order t o conserve the a v a i l a b l e water supply i n times of 
drought and emergency; maintain supplies f o r domestic water use, 
s a n i t a t i o n , and f i r e p r o t e c t i o n ; p r o t e c t and preserve p u b l i c 
h e a l t h , welfare, and sa f e t y ; minimize the adverse impacts of a 
water supply shortage; and minimize the adverse impacts of 
emergency water supply c o n d i t i o n s , the f o l l o w i n g r e g u l a t i o n s and 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on the d e l i v e r y and consumption of water are hereby 
adopted. 

(B) Water uses regu l a t e d or p r o h i b i t e d under t h i s drought 
contingency plan (the "plan") are considered t o be nonessential 
and the c o n t i n u a t i o n of such uses during times of a water 
shortage or other water supply emergency are deemed t o 
c o n s t i t u t e a waste of water t h a t w i l l subject offenders t o both 
c i v i l and c r i m i n a l f i n e s and p e n a l t i e s . 

Sec. 51.91 D e f i n i t i o n s 

I n t h i s a r t i c l e : 

(1) A e s t h e t i c water use means water use f o r ornamental or 
decorative purposes such as f o u n t a i n s , r e f l e c t i n g pools, 
and water gardens. 

(2) Aquatic life means a v e r t e b r a t e organism dependent 
upon an aquatic environment t o su s t a i n i t s l i f e . 
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(3) A t h l e t i c Field means a sports competition f i e l d used 
p r i m a r i l y f o r organized sports p r a c t i c e , competition or 
e x h i b i t i o n events f o r schools, p r o f e s s i o n a l sports or 
sanctioned league play. 

(4) Automatic Shutoff Nozzle - means a device which 
permits water t o flow through i t only when outside 
pressure i s app l i e d . 

(5) Cool season grasses are v a r i e t i e s of t u r f grass t h a t 
grow best i n cool climates p r i m a r i l y i n northern and 
c e n t r a l regions of the United States ( i . e . p e r e n n i a l and 
annual rye grass, Kentucky blue grass and fescues). 

(6) Commercial users means commercial, i n s t i t u t i o n a l and 
i n d u s t r i a l customers using water t h a t i s i n t e g r a l t o i t s 
operations. 

(7) Conservation means those p r a c t i c e s , techniques, and 
technologies t h a t reduce the consumption of water, reduce 
the loss or waste of water, improve e f f i c i e n c y i n the use 
of water or increase the r e c y c l i n g and reuse of water so 
t h a t an adequate supply of water i s conserved and made 
a v a i l a b l e f o r f u t u r e or a l t e r n a t i v e uses. 

(8) Customer means any person (as t h a t term i s de f i n e d i n 
s e c t i o n 10.03 of t h i s Code) using or r e c e i v i n g water 
supplied by the C i t y . 

(9) Director means the Managing D i r e c t o r of Water, 
Wastewater, and Water Recycling of the C i t y , h i s or her 
designee, or such other i n d i v i d u a l t o whom the C i t y 
Manager has appointed the d u t i e s and a u t h o r i t y under t h i s 
a r t i c l e . 

(10) Drip irrigation (also known as micro i r r i g a t i o n ) 
means the a p p l i c a t i o n of small q u a n t i t i e s of water as 
drops, small streams or m i n i a t u r e sprays through e m i t t e r s 
of a p p l i c a t o r s placed along a water d e l i v e r y l i n e . The 
d r i p method encompasses a number of systems or concepts 
such as bubbler, d r i p p e r , t r i c k l e , l i n e source mist or 
mi n i a t u r e spray. 

(11) Landscaped areas mean areas of decorative p l a n t i n g s 
of v e g e t a t i o n g e n e r a l l y c o n s i s t i n g of shrubs, vines, 
groundcovers, t r e e s , ornamental t r e e s , and de c o r a t i v e 
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grass species t h a t are planted t o improve a e s t h e t i c 
q u a l i t i e s or n a t u r a l beauty of a s i t e and/or t o s t a b i l i z e 
the s o i l c o n d i t i o n s , thereby minimizing water r u n o f f . 
These areas may also include vegetation p l a n t e d i n 
containers intended t o supplement or h i g h l i g h t areas of 
the landscape or garden. 

(12) Landscape irrigation use means water used f o r the 
i r r i g a t i o n and maintenance of landscaped areas, whether 
p u b l i c l y or p r i v a t e l y owned, i n c l u d i n g r e s i d e n t i a l and 
commercial lawns, gardens, g o l f courses, parks, and 
rights-of-way and medians. 

(13) Lawns mean an open area covered by c l o s e l y mown and 
c u l t i v a t e d p e r e n n i a l t u r f grass. 

(14) Soaker hose i s a type of water hose made of porous 
m a t e r i a l t h a t allows water t o seep out of the hose 
wit h o u t spraying water i n t o the a i r . 

Sec. 51.92 T r i g g e r i n g c r i t e r i a f o r i n i t i a t i o n and term i n a t i o n of 
drought response stages 

(A) The d i r e c t o r s h a l l monitor water supply or demand c o n d i t i o n s 
on a d a i l y basis and w i l l determine when co n d i t i o n s warrant the 
i n i t i a t i o n or t e r m i n a t i o n of any stage of the plan. The d i r e c t o r 
s h a l l endeavor t o provide p u b l i c n o t i f i c a t i o n of the i n i t i a t i o n 
or t e r m i n a t i o n of a drought response stage by means of 
p u b l i c a t i o n of notices i n a newspaper of general c i r c u l a t i o n i n 
the C i t y , the " C i t y Press," and the Ci t y ' s i n t e r n a l website, by 
p o s t i n g notices on the Ci t y ' s p u b l i c access CATV channel, 
through customer m a i l i n g s , and by posting signs i n C i t y 
b u i l d i n g s . The d i r e c t o r s h a l l endeavor t o n o t i f y North Texas 
Municipal Water D i s t r i c t ("NTMWD") by telephone and a foll o w - u p 
l e t t e r , e-mail, or fax when a drought stage i s i n i t i a t e d . The 
d i r e c t o r s h a l l n o t i f y the executive d i r e c t o r of the TCEQ w i t h i n 
5 business days when any mandatory p r o v i s i o n s of the drought 
contingency plan are a c t i v a t e d . 

(B) When the d i r e c t o r determines t h a t a water shortage or water 
supply emergency requires a c t i v a t i o n of the plan, the p r o v i s i o n s 
of the plan s h a l l go i n t o e f f e c t immediately upon the f i r s t 
p u b l i c a t i o n of n o t i c e and s h a l l remain i n e f f e c t u n t i l 
t e r m i n a t e d by the d i r e c t o r . 

(C) The d i r e c t o r may order the t e r m i n a t i o n of a drought response 
stage or water emergency when the con d i t i o n s f o r t e r m i n a t i o n are 
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met or at h i s d i s c r e t i o n . The d i r e c t o r may decide not t o order 
the t e r m i n a t i o n of a drought response stage or water emergency 
even though the co n d i t i o n s f o r t e r m i n a t i o n of the stage are met. 
Factors which could i n f l u e n c e such a deci s i o n include, but are 
not l i m i t e d t o , the time of the year, weather c o n d i t i o n s , or the 
a n t i c i p a t i o n of p o t e n t i a l changed c o n d i t i o n s t h a t warrant the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of the drought stage. The d i r e c t o r s h a l l endeavor 
t o take the f o l l o w i n g actions when a drought stage i s 
terminated; 

(1) N o t i f y the p u b l i c by means of p u b l i c a t i o n of no t i c e s 
i n a newspaper of general c i r c u l a t i o n i n the C i t y ; 
p u b l i c a t i o n i n the " C i t y press"; p o s t i n g notices on the 
Ci t y ' s i n t e r n e t website and on the City' s p u b l i c access 
CATV channel; through customer m a i l i n g s , and by p o s t i n g 
signs i n C i t y b u i l d i n g s . 

(2) N o t i f y the NTMWD i n a t i m e l y manner. 

(3) N o t i f y the executive d i r e c t o r of the TCEQ w i t h i n f i v e 
(5) business days t h a t a c t i v a t e d mandatory p r o v i s i o n s of 
the drought contingency plan are terminated. 

(D) Depending on the circumstances p r e v a i l i n g at the time of the 
plan i s put i n t o e f f e c t ; the d i r e c t o r may determine t h a t a water 
shortage or other water supply emergency e x i s t s under one of the 
f o l l o w i n g stages: 

(1) Stage 1. 

(a) Requirements f o r i n i t i a t i o n . The d i r e c t o r may 
i n i t i a t e r e s t r i c t i o n s on c e r t a i n nonessential water 
uses a p p l i c a b l e t o a stage 1 water shortage when: 

( i ) The City's wholesale water provider, NTMWD, 
n o t i f i e s the d i r e c t o r of d e l i v e r y or source 
shortages, requests i n i t i a t i o n of stage 1 of the 
plan, and the d i r e c t o r concurs; 

( i i ) T o t a l d a i l y water demand exceeds 95 percent 
of the amount t h a t can be d e l i v e r e d t o customers 
f o r three consecutive days; 

( i i i ) Water demand f o r a l l or pa r t of the 
d e l i v e r y system equals d e l i v e r y capacity because 
d e l i v e r y capacity i s inadequate; 

Page 4 



( i v ) Supply source becomes contaminated; 

(v) Water system i s unable t o d e l i v e r water due 
t o the f a i l u r e or damage of maj or water system 
components; or 

(vi ) The water system experiences c o n t i n u a l l y 
f a l l i n g t r e a t e d water r e s e r v o i r l e v e l s t h a t do 
not r e f i l l above 65 percent overnight. 

(b) Stage 1 may terminate when the circumstances t h a t 
caused the i n i t i a t i o n of Stage 1 no longer p r e v a i l 
and the d i r e c t o r authorizes. 

Stage 2. 

(a) Requirements f o r i n i t i a t i o n . The d i r e c t o r may 
i n i t i a t e r e s t r i c t i o n s on c e r t a i n nonessential water 
uses a p p l i c a b l e t o a stage 2 water shortage when: 

( i ) The City ' s wholesale water p r o v i d e r , NTMWD, 
n o t i f i e s the d i r e c t o r of d e l i v e r y or source 
shortages, requests i n i t i a t i o n of stage 2 o f the 
plan, and the d i r e c t o r concurs; 

( i i ) T o t a l d a i l y water demand exceeds 98 percent 
of the amount t h a t can be d e l i v e r e d t o customers 
f o r three consecutive days; 

( i i i ) Water demand f o r a l l or p a r t of the 
d e l i v e r y system exceeds d e l i v e r y capacity because 
d e l i v e r y capacity i s inadequate; 

(iv ) Supply source becomes contaminated; 

(v) Water system i s unable t o d e l i v e r water due 
to the f a i l u r e or damage of major water system 
components; or 

(v i ) C o n t i n u a l l y f a l l i n g t r e a t e d water r e s e r v o i r 
l e v e l s t h a t do not r e f i l l above 50 percent 
overnight are experienced. 

(b) Stage 2 may terminate when the circumstances t h a t 
caused the i n i t i a t i o n of Stage 2 no longer p r e v a i l 
and the d i r e c t o r authorizes. 
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(3) Stage 3: 

(a) Requirements f o r i n i t i a t i o n . The d i r e c t o r may 
i n i t i a t e r e s t r i c t i o n s on c e r t a i n nonessential water 
uses a p p l i c a b l e t o a stage 3 water shortage when: 

( i ) The C i t y ' s wholesale water p r o v i d e r , NTMWD, 
n o t i f i e s the d i r e c t o r of d e l i v e r y or source 
shortages, requests i n i t i a t i o n of stage 3 of the 
plan, and the d i r e c t o r concurs; 

( i i ) T o t a l d a i l y water demand exceeds the amount 
t h a t can be d e l i v e r e d t o customers; 

( i i i ) Water demand f o r a l l or p a r t of the 
d e l i v e r y system s e r i o u s l y exceeds d e l i v e r y 
capacity because d e l i v e r y capacity i s inadequate; 

(iv ) Supply source becomes contaminated; 

(v) Water supply system i s unable t o d e l i v e r 
water due t o the f a i l u r e or damage of maj or water 
system components; or 

(vi ) The water system experiences c o n t i n u a l l y 
f a l l i n g t r e a t e d water r e s e r v o i r l e v e l s t h a t do 
not r e f i l l above 20 percent overnight. 

(b) Stage 3 may terminate when the circumstances t h a t 
caused the i n i t i a t i o n of Stage 3 no longer p r e v a i l 
and the d i r e c t o r authorizes. 

Sec. 51.93 Drought stage responses 

Based upon an analysis of water supply and demand co n d i t i o n s and 
i n accordance w i t h the t r i g g e r i n g c r i t e r i a set f o r t h above, the 
d i r e c t o r may implement the f o l l o w i n g responses as appropriate t o 
the water shortage or water emergency being experienced. 

(1) Stage 1. The goal f o r water use re d u c t i o n under 
stage 1 i s a f i v e percent (5%) redu c t i o n i n the use t h a t 
would have occurred i n the absence of drought contingency 
measures. During a stage 1 shortage: 

(a) The C i t y w i l l , i n the manner i t deems necessary 
and appropriate, endeavor t o : 
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{ i ) Accelerate p u b l i c education e f f o r t s on ways 
to reduce water use. 

( i i ) Halt nonessential c i t y government water use. 

( i i i ) Encourage the p u b l i c t o wait u n t i l the 
current drought or emergency s i t u a t i o n has passed 
before e s t a b l i s h i n g new landscaping. 

( i v ) The C i t y w i l l , i n the manner i t deems 
necessary and a p p r o p r i a t e , endeavor t o implement 
v i a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e supply s t r a t e g i e s . 

(v) Allow i r r i g a t i o n as f o l l o w s : 

A. Between A p r i l 1 and October 31 of each 
year, i r r i g a t i o n of landscape areas, 
foundations, trees and lawns w i t h hose-end 
s p r i n k l e r s or automatic i r r i g a t i o n systems i s 
p r o h i b i t e d except on Tuesdays and Saturdays; 
and from November 1 t o March 31 the i r r i g a t i o n 
of landscape areas, foundations, t r e e s and 
lawns w i t h hose-end s p r i n k l e r s or automatic 
i r r i g a t i o n systems i s l i m i t e d t o once a week. 
An exception i s allowed where establishment of 
v e g e t a t i o n i s r e q u i r e d by TCEQ f o r storm water 
permits on new c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

B. I r r i g a t i o n of landscape areas, foundations, 
and trees i s allowed on any day provided i t i s 
accomplished using a handheld hose equipped 
w i t h an automatic s h u t o f f nozzle, a soaker 
hose, or a d r i p i r r i g a t i o n system. 

C. The C i t y and School D i s t r i c t may water 
parks, sports f i e l d s , landscaped and lawn 
areas of medians and parkways, or other 
municipal f a c i l i t i e s throughout the week i n a 
manner t h a t achieves the equivalent of two 
water days between A p r i l 1 and October 31 of 
each year and from November 1 t o March 31 the 
equivalent of once a week as approved by the 
D i r e c t o r . 

D. Except f o r hand watering w i t h an automatic 
s h u t o f f nozzle, or the use of soaker hoses or 
d r i p i r r i g a t i o n systems, i r r i g a t i o n of lawns 

Page 7 



or landscape areas i s p r o h i b i t e d between the 
hours of 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

(v i ) Discourage over seeding of cool season t u r f 
grasses (such as rye grass or other s i m i l a r 
grasses] t h a t i n t e n s i f y cool season water 
requirements, except where establishment of 
vegetation i s r e q u i r e d by TCEQ f o r storm water 
permits on new c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

(2) Stage 2. The goal f o r water use reduction under stage 
2 i s a r e d u c t i o n of ten percent (10%) i n the use t h a t 
would have occurred i n the absence of drought contingency 
measures. During a stage 2 shortage: 

(a) The C i t y w i l l endeavor t o continue or i n i t i a t e 
actions a v a i l a b l e under stage 1. 

(b) The C i t y w i l l , i n the manner i t deems necessary 
and a p p r o p r i ate, endeavor t o implement v i a b l e 
a l t e r n a t i v e water supply s t r a t e g i e s . 

(c) The operation of any ornamental f o u n t a i n or pond 
f o r a e s t h e t i c or scenic purposes, i f i t uses potable 
water, i s p r o h i b i t e d except when necessary t o support 
aquatic l i f e . 

(d) The use of water t o wash down sidev;alks, 
walkways, driveways, parking l o t s , t ennis c o u r t s , or 
other hard surfaces areas i s p r o h i b i t e d except f o r 
human h e a l t h and s a f e t y purposes. Use of water f o r 
dust c o n t r o l on c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j ects i s p e r m i t t e d t o 
the extent allowed or r e q u i r e d by law or r e g u l a t i o n . 

(e) Use of water t o wash any v e h i c l e , i n c l u d i n g 
without l i m i t a t i o n a motor v e h i c l e , motorcycle, boat, 
t r a i l e r , or a i r p l a n e , i s p r o h i b i t e d unless the source 
of water i s equipped w i t h an automatic s h u t o f f nozzle 
t h a t w i l l stop the flow of water when t h a t f l ow i s 
not needed t o r i n s e the v e h i c l e being washed. 

(f ) Use of water i n such a manner as t o allow r u n o f f 
or other waste i s p r o h i b i t e d . Water r u n o f f i s 
excessive when i t extends f o r a distance greater than 
ten (10) f e e t from the property's boundary l i n e s ; 
onto an adjacent p r o p e r t y ; or ten (10) f e e t past the 
targeted i r r i g a t i o n area f o r commercial s i t e s . 
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Excessive water r u n o f f w i l l be cause f o r t e r m i n a t i o n 
of water s e r v i c e . 

(g) I r r i g a t i o n i s allowed as f o l l o w s : 

( i ) Between A p r i l 1 and October 31 of each year, 
i r r i g a t i o n of landscape areas, foundations, t r e e s 
and lawns w i t h hose-end s p r i n k l e r s or automatic 
i r r i g a t i o n s systems i s l i m i t e d t o one day per 
week on the day designated f o r r e s i d e n t i a l t r a s h 
pickup i n customer's area; and from November 1 t o 
March 31 the i r r i g a t i o n of landscaped areas, 
foundations, t r e e s and lawns w i t h hose-end 
s p r i n k l e r s or automatic i r r i g a t i o n systems i s 
l i m i t e d t o one day every other week on the day 
designated f o r c o l l e c t i o n of re c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s 
i n customer's area. 

( i i ) The C i t y and School D i s t r i c t may water 
parks, sports f i e l d s , landscaped and lawn areas 
of medians and parkways, or other m u n i c i p a l 
f a c i l i t i e s throughout the week i n a manner t h a t 
achieves the equivalent of one water day between 
A p r i l 1 and October 31 of each year and from 
November 1 t o March 31 the equivalent of once 
every other week as approved by the D i r e c t o r . 

( i i i ) I r r i g a t i o n of landscaped areas, t r e e s , 
lawns or foundations i s p e r m i t t e d at any time i f 
i t i s done by means of a handheld hose equipped 
w i t h an automatic s h u t o f f nozzle, soaker hoses, 
or by d r i p i r r i g a t i o n . 

( i v ) Golf courses using potable water may water 
fairways on designated watering days only, but 
may water greens and tee boxes as necessary. 
A t h l e t i c f i e l d s may be watered as necessary t o 
insure the s a f e t y and well-being of the p u b l i c . 

(v) An exception i s allowed where establishment 
of v egetation i s r e q u i r e d by TCEQ f o r storm water 
permits on new c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

( v i ) I r r i g a t i o n systems may be turned on, f o r t e n 
(10) minutes per s t a t i o n , t o t e s t and r e p a i r the 
system and insure proper operation. 
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( v i i ) Except f o r hand watering w i t h a hand-held 
hose equipped w i t h an automatic s h u t o f f nozzle, 
or the use of soaker hoses or d r i p i r r i g a t i o n 
systems, i r r i g a t i o n of lawns or landscape areas 
i s p r o h i b i t e d between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m. 

(h) E x i s t i n g swimming pools, wading pools, hot tubs 
or spa-type pools may not be drained and r e f i l l e d ; 
provided however t h a t water may be added t o swimming 
pools t o replace losses during normal use or may be 
r e f i l l e d immediately a f t e r r e p a i r by a commercial 
pool company. 

( i ) Discourage hydroseeding, hydromulching, and 
s p r i g g i n g , except where establishment of v e g e t a t i o n 
i s r e q u i r e d by TCEQ f o r stormwater permits on new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

(3) Stage 3. The goal f o r water use red u c t i o n under stage 
3 i s a r e d u c t i o n of whatever amount i s deemed necessary 
under the circumstances t o accomplish obj e c t i v e s of t h i s 
a r t i c l e . During a stage 3 shortage: 

(a) The C i t y may continue or i n i t i a t e any a c t i o n s 
a v a i l a b l e under stages 1 and 2. 

(b) The C i t y w i l l , i n the manner i t deems necessary 
and appropriate, endeavor t o implement v i a b l e 
a l t e r n a t i v e water supply s t r a t e g i e s . 

(c) Use of water t o wash any v e h i c l e at any l o c a t i o n 
other than a commercial v e h i c l e washing f a c i l i t y , 
i n c l u d i n g w i t h o u t l i m i t a t i o n a motor v e h i c l e , 
motorcycle, boat, t r a i l e r , or a i r p l a n e , i s p r o h i b i t e d 
unless f o r h e a l t h , s a n i t a t i o n or safety reasons and 
f o r e s s e n t i a l governmental purposes. 

(d) I r r i g a t i o n of landscape areas, foundations, t r e e s 
and lawns w i t h hose-end s p r i n k l e r s or automatic 
i r r i g a t i o n systems i s p r o h i b i t e d . Landscape areas, 
foundations, and t r e e s may be watered f o r up t o 2 
hours on any day by a handheld hose equipped w i t h an 
automatic s h u t o f f nozzle, a soaker hose, or a d r i p 
i r r i g a t i o n system. A t h l e t i c f i e l d s may be watered as 
necessary t o insure the s a f e t y and wellbeing of the 
p u b l i c . 
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(e) P e r m i t t i n g of pools i s p r o h i b i t e d . Pools already 
p e r m i t t e d may be completed and f i l l e d w i t h water. 
E x i s t i n g pools may add water t o maintain pool l e v e l s 
but may not be drained and r e f i l l e d . 

( f ) Discourage the establishment of new landscaping. 
An exception i s allowed where establishment of 
vegetation i s r e q u i r e d by TCEQ f o r storm water 
permits on new c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

(g) P r o h i b i t g o l f course watering w i t h potable water 
except f o r greens and tee boxes. 

(h) Require a l l commercial uses t o reduce water use 
by a percentage e s t a b l i s h e d by the C i t y Manager or 
h i s designee. 

Sec. 51.94 Water r a t i o n i n g surcharges 

Surcharges on water consumption may be imposed and c o l l e c t e d 
d u r i n g any drought stage approved by the Council. 

Sec. 51.95 Enforcement 

Water use r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed i n stage 1, 2 and 3 drought 
stages may be enforced as f o l l o w s : 

(1) Upon the f i r s t or a subsequent v i o l a t i o n , a customer 
may be issued a c i t a t i o n , w i t h minimum and maximum f i n e s 
as e s t a b l i s h e d by ordinance. 

(2) Upon the second or a subsequent v i o l a t i o n , the C i t y 
may cut o f f water service t o the customer. Services 
discontinued pursuant t o t h i s subsection w i l l be r e s t o r e d 
only upon payment of a reconnection charge as set f o r t h 
i n s e c t i o n 50.30(D)(1)(b) of t h i s Code. 

(3) Any person i n apparent c o n t r o l of the premises where 
a v i o l a t i o n occurs or o r i g i n a t e s i s presumed t o be the 
v i o l a t o r , and proof t h a t the v i o l a t i o n occurred on the 
person's premises c o n s t i t u t e s a r e b u t t a l presumption t h a t 
the person i n apparent c o n t r o l of the pro p e r t y committed 
the v i o l a t i o n . Parents are presumed t o be responsible f o r 
v i o l a t i o n s of t h e i r minor c h i l d r e n and proof t h a t a 
v i o l a t i o n , committed by a c h i l d , occurred on the premises 
under the parent's c o n t r o l c o n s t i t u t e s a r e b u t t a l 
presumption t h a t the parent committed the v i o l a t i o n . The 
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presumption may be r e b u t t e d by proof t h a t the parent had 
p r e v i o u s l y d i r e c t e d the c h i l d not t o use the water as i t 
was used i n v i o l a t i o n of the plan and t h a t the parent 
could not have reasonably known of the v i o l a t i o n . 

Sec. 51.96 Variances 

(A) The d i r e c t o r may, i n w r i t i n g , grant a temporary variance of 
e x i s t i n g water uses otherwise p r o h i b i t e d under the plan i f the 
d i r e c t o r determines t h a t the f a i l u r e t o grant such a variance 
would cause an emergency c o n d i t i o n adversely a f f e c t i n g the 
p u b l i c h e a l t h , s a f e t y or w e l f a r e , or the person requesting the 
variance would s u f f e r an undue hardship and the person 
demonstrates t h a t : 

(1) Compliance w i t h the plan cannot be t e c h n i c a l l y 
accomplished d u r i n g the d u r a t i o n of the water supply 
shortage or other c o n d i t i o n f o r which the plan i s i n 
e f f e c t ; or 

(2) A l t e r n a t i v e methods can be implemented which w i l l 
achieve a s i m i l a r l e v e l of r e d u c t i o n i n water use. 

(B) A p e t i t i o n f o r a variance must include the f o l l o w i n g : 

(1) The name and address of p e t i t i o n e r s ; 

(2) The purpose of the intended water use; 

(3) The s p e c i f i c requirement of the plan from which the 
p e t i t i o n e r i s requesting r e l i e f ; 

(4) A d e t a i l e d statement as t o how the s p e c i f i c 
requirement creates a hardship unique t o the p e t i t i o n e r 
or adversely a f f e c t s the p e t i t i o n e r , and a statement as 
t o what damage or harm w i l l occur t o the p e t i t i o n e r or 
others i f the p e t i t i o n e r complies w i t h t h i s a r t i c l e ; 

(5) A d e s c r i p t i o n of the r e l i e f requested; 

(6) The p e r i o d of time f o r which the variance i s sought; 
and 

(7) A d e s c r i p t i o n of what a l t e r n a t i v e water use 
r e s t r i c t i o n s or other measures the p e t i t i o n e r i s t a k i n g 
or proposes t o take i n order t o meet the i n t e n t of t h i s 
p l a n. 
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(C) Unless waived or modif i e d i n w r i t i n g by the d i r e c t o r , a 
variance granted under t h i s s e c t i o n s h a l l include a t i m e t a b l e 
f o r compliance and s h a l l c ontain a c o n d i t i o n t e r m i n a t i n g the 
variance i f the p e t i t i o n e r f a i l s t o meet a s p e c i f i e d requirement 
of the variance. 

(D) No variance w i l l be r e t r o a c t i v e or otherwise j u s t i f y any 
v i o l a t i o n of t h i s plan t h a t occurs p r i o r t o the issuance of the 
variance. 

Sec. 51.97 P r o v i s i o n s to inform the p u b l i c and opportunity f o r 
p u b l i c comment 

The C i t y w i l l provide the o p p o r t u n i t y f o r p u b l i c input i n the 
development of t h i s water resource emergency plan by the 
f o l l o w i n g means: 

(1) Providing w r i t t e n n o t i c e of the proposed p l a n and 
op p o r t u n i t y t o comment on the plan by newspaper, posted 
n o t i c e and/or n o t i c e on the Ci t y ' s website. 

(2) Providing the d r a f t plan t o anyone requesting a copy. 

(3) Holding a p u b l i c meeting t o give the p u b l i c the 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o provide i n p u t on the plan. The meeting 
w i l l be held at a time and l o c a t i o n convenient t o the 
p u b l i c . 

Sec. 51.98 P r o v i s i o n s f o r continuing p u b l i c education and 
i n f ormation 

(A) The C i t y w i l l i n f o r m and educate the p u b l i c about the water 
resource emergency plan by the f o l l o w i n g means: 

(1) Preparing a b u l l e t i n d e s c r i b i n g the plan and making 
i t a v a i l a b l e at C i t y H a l l and other a p p r o p r i a t e 
l o c a t i o n s . 

(2) Making the plan a v a i l a b l e t o the p u b l i c through the 
Ci t y ' s website. 

(3) I n c l u d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n about the water resource 
emergency plan on the City' s website. 

(4) N o t i f y i n g l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , schools, and c i v i c 
groups t h a t s t a f f are a v a i l a b l e t o make presentations on 
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the drought contingency plan ( u s u a l l y i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h 
presentations on water conservation programs). 

(B) At any time the drought contingency plan i s a c t i v a t e d or the 
drought stage changes, the C i t y w i l l n o t i f y l o c a l media of the 
issues, the drought response stage, and the s p e c i f i c a c t i o n s 
r e q u i r e d of the p u b l i c . The i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l also be p u b l i c i z e d 
on the C i t y ' s website. B i l l i n g i n s e r t s w i l l also be used as 
a p p r o p r i a t e . 

Sec. 51.99 Coordination with the r e g i o n a l water planning group 

A l e t t e r w i l l be sent t o the c h a i r of the region C water 
planning group w i t h a copy of t h i s water resource emergency 
plan. The c i t y w i l l also send a copy of t h i s water resource 
emergency plan t o NTMWD. 

Sec. 51.99.1 Review and update of water resource emergency p l a n 

As r e q u i r e d by TCEQ r u l e s , the C i t y w i l l review and update the 
water resource emergency plan every f i v e years. The plan w i l l be 
updated as appropriate based on new or updated i n f o r m a t i o n . " 

SECTION 2 

That, except as otherwise provided i n t h i s Ordinance, a 
v i o l a t i o n of any p r o v i s i o n of t h i s Ordinance s h a l l be a 
misdemeanor punishable i n accordance w i t h Section 10.05 of the 
Code of Ordinances of the C i t y of Garland, Texas. The C i t y ' s 
a u t h o r i t y t o seek i n j u n c t i v e r e l i e f or other c i v i l r e l i e f 
a v a i l a b l e under the law i s not l i m i t e d by t h i s s e c t i o n . 

SECTION 3 

That Chapter 51, "General U t i l i t y P rovisions", of the Code of 
Ordinances of the C i t y of Garland, Texas, as amended, s h a l l be 
and remain i n f u l l f o r c e and e f f e c t save and except as amended 
by t h i s Ordinance. 

SECTION 4 

That terms and p r o v i s i o n s of t h i s Ordinance 
are governed by Section 10.06 of the code of 
C i t y of Garland, Texas. 
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SECTION 5 

That t h i s Ordinance s h a l l be and become e f f e c t i v e i m m e d i a t e l y 
upon and a f t e r i t s passage and a p p r o v a l . 

PASS5E AND APPROVED t h i s t h e U day o f 
^ Uy)^J2^ , 2015. 

CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS 

C i t y S e c r e t a r y 
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