
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2018 | VOLUME 26, ISSUE 5 |  GarlandTX.gov

Growing Garland's Economic Base

“We’re excited to see this new growth in Garland,” 
said Mayor Lori Barnett Dodson. “Our business 

and industrial base expansion translates into more 
resources for serving all aspects of our community.”Continued on page 3.
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY COUNCIL SCHEDULE
Work Session
Monday immediately preceding Council meeting

Regular Meeting
7 p.m., first and third Tuesdays of each month 
City Hall, 200 N. Fifth St. 

Meetings are broadcast at GarlandTX.gov via live streaming and on-demand, and on CGTV 
with several rebroadcasts during the week of the meeting. 

CGTV LISTINGS
Channel 16 (Spectrum), Channel 44 (Frontier) or Channel 99 (AT&T U-verse), GarlandTX.tv

City Council Meetings
• Live broadcast–7 p.m. Sept. 4 and 18, Oct. 2 and 16
• Rebroadcast following the meeting Wednesday–9 a.m., Friday–7 p.m., Saturday and 

Sunday–9 a.m. and 7 p.m.

City Council Work Sessions
• Live broadcast–6 p.m. Sept. 4 and 17, Oct. 1 and 15
• Rebroadcast following the meeting Tuesday, Thursday and Friday–9 a.m., Wednesday and 

Thursday–7 p.m.

Plan Commission
• Live broadcast–7 p.m. Sept. 10 and 24, Oct. 8 and 22
• Rebroadcast following the meeting Tuesday, Thursday and Friday–9 a.m.

Meeting dates and times subject to change.

DEBORAH MORRIS
214-273-4387

Council2@GarlandTX.gov

JERRY NICKERSON
972-205-2292

Council3@GarlandTX.gov

RICH AUBIN
MAYOR PRO TEM

972-325-2529
Council5@GarlandTX.gov

DAVID GIBBONSDAVID GIBBONS
214-497-7121

Council1@GarlandTX.govCouncil1@GarlandTX.govCouncil1@GarlandTX.govCouncil1@GarlandTX.govCouncil1@GarlandTX.gov

JIM BOOKHOUT
214-823-5846

Council4@GarlandTX.gov

ROBERT VERAROBERT VERAROBERT VERAROBERT VERAROBERT VERAROBERT VERAROBERT VERAROBERT VERA
214-725-1256214-725-1256

Council6@GarlandTX.govCouncil6@GarlandTX.gov

SCOTT LEMAYSCOTT LEMAYSCOTT LEMAYSCOTT LEMAYSCOTT LEMAYSCOTT LEMAYSCOTT LEMAY
DEPUTY MAYOR PRO TEMDEPUTY MAYOR PRO TEMDEPUTY MAYOR PRO TEMDEPUTY MAYOR PRO TEMDEPUTY MAYOR PRO TEMDEPUTY MAYOR PRO TEMDEPUTY MAYOR PRO TEM

214-794-8904214-794-8904214-794-8904214-794-8904214-794-8904214-794-8904
Council7@GarlandTX.govCouncil7@GarlandTX.govCouncil7@GarlandTX.govCouncil7@GarlandTX.govCouncil7@GarlandTX.govCouncil7@GarlandTX.govCouncil7@GarlandTX.gov

ROBERT JOHN SMITHROBERT JOHN SMITHROBERT JOHN SMITHROBERT JOHN SMITHROBERT JOHN SMITHROBERT JOHN SMITH
469-223-4723469-223-4723469-223-4723469-223-4723469-223-4723469-223-4723
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LORI BARNETT DODSON
MAYOR

972-205-2400
Mayor@GarlandTX.gov

DISTRICT 2  
TOWN HALL AND  
STATE OF THE DISTRICT MEETING 
with Council Member Deborah Morris

We are excited to announce the beginning steps 
toward a potential 2019 bond election for the City 
of Garland. Four informational community meetings 
have been held across the city, and that presentation 
is online at our digital hub, BuildGarland.com.  Project 
ideas, comments on the program details and other 
feedback are welcome at all of our engagement 
outlets as detailed below.

We invite you to engage in this program! Please visit 
or participate in one or more of the following outlets 
for more information throughout the program. Please 
provide feedback by Sept. 30!

#BuildGarland
On Social Media

                       @GarlandTXGOV
                       #BuildGarland

On the Web
BuildGarland.com

Email
Info@BuildGarland.com

Comment Cards
at Garland Libraries and City Hall

                      
                      #BuildGarland
                      
                      #BuildGarland
                      
                      #BuildGarland
                      
                      #BuildGarland
                      
                      #BuildGarland
                      
                      #BuildGarland
                      
                      #BuildGarland
                      
                      #BuildGarland

7 to 8 p.m.  
Tuesday, Sept. 25

Central Library 
625 Austin St. 

North Program Room
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CITY NEWS

GARLAND STRATEGIC MASTER 
PLAN FOR PARKS, RECREATION 
AND OPEN SPACE

The City of Garland is updating its Strategic Master Plan for the Parks, Recreation & 

Cultural Arts Department. When complete, the plan will provide a vision to guide the future 

development, operations and programs of the City’s parks, recreation, open space, trails and 

cultural arts system. Garland residents will play a major role in the development of this new 

vision through a variety of public engagement forums. The final plan will highlight a detailed 

action plan with implementation strategies regarding park and facility improvements, 

programs, events, cultural arts, trails, land acquisition, funding, revenue generation and 

policies. To accomplish this, the City has partnered with Brandstetter Carroll Inc., a firm that 

specializes in providing recreation planning services to cities, counties and other units of local 

government. 

The process will be completed in four phases:

1. The EVALUATE Phase involves an inventory and analysis of the community trends, 

programs, facilities, funding and management of the current system.

2. The ENGAGE Phase will provide a variety of opportunities for residents and visitors to 

provide their suggestions and ideas and to identify their priorities for the future. The City 

will seek community input during the 15-month process through a variety of engagement 

methods, including:

• A statistically valid survey that will be mailed to a random list of households.

• An online or handout survey that can be accessed at http://bit.ly/GarlandParksPlan. 

Printed versions are also available at various Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts locations.

• A public open house will be held in October 2018 during which interactive methods will 

provide opportunities for residents to express their suggestions, ideas and priorities. 

• Stakeholder meetings will be conducted with various interest groups and partner 

organizations to provide more in-depth discussions of these groups’ specific trends, 

issues and needs.

• Online community discussions and polls on various Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 

topics are available at GarlandParks.MindMixer.com.

3. The ENVISION Phase will utilize all of the previous 

findings to develop a new vision, guiding principles, 

mission, goals and objectives for the future of Garland 

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts.  

4. The PLAN Phase will build upon the Envision Phase results 

to identify implementation strategies to realize the new vision 

with recommendations for park and facility improvements, 

programs, events, cultural arts, trails, land acquisition, 

funding, revenue generation and policies. 

Surveys are available online at http://bit.ly/GarlandParksPlan and GarlandParks.mindmixer.com, and 

hard copies can be found at various indoor Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts facilities.

GROWING 
GARLAND'S 
ECONOMIC BASE
Development and redevelopment activity is churning up 

a positive vibe in Garland these days. The City’s Economic 

Development Department estimates more than $3 billion in 

new investment is being planned, developed and constructed 

at this time.

Here are just a few highlights: 

Langford Property Company is redeveloping the former 

Raytheon site into the Jupiter Miller Business Park. The three 

LEED-certified buildings will total nearly 800,000 feet of 

Class A commercial flex space. The first tenant, Quest USA, 

a high-rise window building manufacturer from Canada, 

will move in within a few months. Canadian-based Quest 

USA will hire more than 320 full-time employees at the 

329,000-square-foot Garland facility.

Nutribiotech’s Garland location is expanding with a more 

than $100 million capital investment that will create more 

than 1,600 new jobs. The new and improved campus will 

grow to more than 685,000 square feet spread out over 

35 acres. The Garland location is a U.S. headquarters for 

Nutribiotech that provides research and development, as well 

as production operations.

The data center cluster in northwest Garland with Digital Realty 

and RagingWire continues to grow. In early August, the City 

approved an expansion of the Digital Realty campus, adding 

16 acres to the original site and an additional $400 million 

investment, bringing the total investment to $1.4 billion. The 

first phase of the project should be operational by late 2021. At 

buildout, the Digital Realty data center campus will be 1.4 million 

square feet and will be one of the largest in Dallas County. 

Residential development also is growing. More than 4,200 

multi-family units and approximately 1,000 single-family 

lots are under construction in various parts of the city. One of 

those is the Riverset neighborhood on the southwest corner 

of Shiloh and Buckingham roads (below). The 590 single-

family neighborhood will feature a walkable community, a 

clubhouse and a dog park.

Watch future editions of the Garland City Press for development 

news and updates, as well as GarlandTX.gov and the City’s Facebook 

page. See page 5 for more development news.
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NEIGHBORHOODS 
& DEVELOPMENT

2018 Neighborhood Summit

Register Now!

livin’ the

reamd
2018 Neighborhood Summit

d Friendly
Healthy
Safe

Neighborhoods

Saturday, Nov. 10
8:30 a.m.
Garland High School
310 S. Garland Ave.

GarlandNeighborhoods.org

FREE Event!

CREATIVE 
CROSSWALKS
As a friendly reminder for drivers and a playful way to 
encourage kids to cross at the appropriate locations, two 
Garland elementary schools are testing out temporary 
high-visibility crosswalks.
Back to school means different things for everyone, and for some that means a change in 

traffic patterns and pedestrian behavior. These colorful crosswalks are painted with colorful 

sidewalk chalk and include footprints of school mascots to direct students across the street 

in a discreetly efficient manner. The schools, neighboring residents and City departments 

teamed up to create these eye-catching crosswalks that boost school pride, encourage safety 

and catch drivers’ attention. Make sure to stay alert as you are driving around town, especially 

around schools.

NEIGHBORHOOD 
VITALITY EVENTS
RETHINKING NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS - MAKE 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP MEETINGS 
PRODUCTIVE AND FUN! 
6:30 P.M. SEPT. 11, MAIN STREET MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING, 800 MAIN ST. 

NEIGHBORHOOD VITALITY MATCHING GRANT 
APPLICATIONS DUE  
SEPT. 23 Visit GarlandNeighborhoods.org to view 

guidelines and download applications. For additional 

information, contact the Office of Neighborhood Vitality 

at 972-205-2445 or Neighborhoods@GarlandTX.gov.

GETTING THE WORD OUT – PROMOTION TIPS FOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS  
6:30 P.M. SEPT. 25, MAIN STREET MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING, 800 MAIN ST. 

PRE-SUMMIT MIXER 
6:30 P.M. NOV. 9, GOOD SAMARITANS,  
214 N. 12TH ST.

Register now at GarlandNeighborhoods.org.
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TAKING IT TO  
THE STREETS

PROJECTS CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION

WHAT’S BEING BUILT THERE?
Garland is buzzing with new development. Here are 
a few projects underway.
Renderings shown are for illustrative and conceptual purposes only.

1. Under construction at 429 W IH-30 is a one-story commercial/retail building.1

1. Veritex Bank is under construction in 

Downtown Garland along the north side 

of Main Street between 10th and 11th 

streets. 

2

1

2

3

1. Homes within the Gramercy Park 

neighborhood, located at the southwest 

side of Campbell and Holford roads, are 

currently under construction.  

3

ANDOVER DRIVE/CRIPPLE CREEK DRIVE ALLEY,  
MANCHESTER DRIVE TO WALDORF DRIVE 

Alley Reconstruction      

ARAPAHO ROAD, N. GARLAND AVENUE TO JUPITER ROAD 
Concrete Slab Replacement

BLOSSOM ROAD/SHERIDAN DRIVE ALLEY,  
BLOSSOM ROAD TO KINGSLEY ROAD                                  

Alley Reconstruction

BUCKNELL DRIVE, FOREST RIDGE DRIVE TO PLANO ROAD 
Concrete Slab Replacement

CENTENNIAL DRIVE, MAYDELLE LANE TO PEAR TREE LANE 
Concrete Slab Replacement

FLAGSTONE DRIVE/JUPITER ROAD ALLEY,  
HIGH PLATEAU DRIVE ALLEY TO RUSSWOOD LANE 

Concrete Slab Replacement

GREEN VALLEY DRIVE, GUTHRIE ROAD TO GUTHRIE ROAD 
Street Reconstruction

MARY JANE DRIVE, LAKECREST DRIVE TO LYONS ROAD 
Street Reconstruction

RIPPLEWOOD DRIVE/ROBIN HILL LANE ALLEY,  
ELM RIDGE LANE TO GALAXIE ROAD                                 

Concrete Slab Replacement

VALLEY MILLS DRIVE, GRINNELL DRIVE TO LA PRADA DRIVE 
Street Reconstruction

CASTLE ROCK LANE/CROSSBOW LANE ALLEY,  
JESTER DRIVE ALLEY TO JUPITER ROAD 
Concrete Slab Replacement

CORNELL DRIVE, BUCKNELL DRIVE TO PLANO ROAD 
Concrete Slab Replacement

DOVE MEADOW DRIVE, FIELD KNOLL DRIVE TO GUTHRIE ROAD 
Street Reconstruction

ELIZABETH DRIVE, HILLTOP DRIVE TO INWOOD BOULEVARD 
Street Reconstruction

GOODWIN DRIVE, POTOMAC DRIVE TO WESTERN DRIVE 
Concrete Slab Replacement

JESTER DRIVE (WEST) ALLEY,  
CASTLE ROCK LANE TO CROSSBOW LANE 
Concrete Slab Replacement

MERIDIAN WAY/WHITEOAK DRIVE,  
RIVERCREST LANE TO TOYAH CREEK LANE 
Alley Reconstruction

QUEENSWOOD LANE, KINGSBRIDGE DRIVE TO RIDGEGATE DRIVE 
Street Reconstruction

RIDGECREST DRIVE, MILLER ROAD TO WESTWAY AVENUE 
Street Reconstruction

TOWNGATE BOULEVARD,  
MILLAY BOULEVARD TO NORTHWEST HIGHWAY 
Concrete Slab Replacement

PROJECTS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018



6   Garland City Press   September-October 2018

CITY SERVICES
MEET ANIMAL 
SERVICES'  
AMY VORSTER
Have you heard? Garland Animal 
Services has hired a full-time employee 
to oversee community outreach 
activities. These include consistent social 
media presence, volunteer coordination, 
community education, and animal care 
and placement, among other things!
Meet Amy Vorster! Amy is a highly motivated employee who 

is passionate about serving her community and caring for 

the homeless pets of Garland. Even though Amy has been 

with the City of Garland for a very short time, she has made a 

huge impact in the department, in the community and in the 

lives of hundreds of shelter pets.

Amy grew up in Garland, attended Garland High School and 

completed her Bachelor’s degree in public relations at Texas 

A&M Commerce. The combination of a college degree in 

public relations and her love for helping people and animals 

make Amy a great advocate! 

Look for updates on the Garland Animal Services Facebook page!

Anyone interested in volunteering at the Pet Adoption 

Center, located at 813 Main St., or the Animal 

Shelter, located at 600 Tower St., is encouraged 

to contact Garland Animal Services’ Outreach 

Coordinator Amy Vorster at  

AVorster@GarlandTX.gov or 

972-205-3712.

Look for updates on the Garland Animal Services Facebook page!

Anyone interested in volunteering at the Pet Adoption 

Center, located at 813 Main St., or the Animal 

Shelter, located at 600 Tower St., is encouraged 

to contact Garland Animal Services’ Outreach 

Coordinator Amy Vorster at 

AVorster@GarlandTX.gov or 

972-205-3712.

Influenza activity often begins in September or October.
The best time to get prepared for the flu season is now, according Diana Beeler, manager of the 

Garland Public Health Clinic. An annual flu vaccination is the best way to reduce the chances that 

you will get seasonal flu and spread it to others. When more people get vaccinated against the flu, 

less flu can spread through that community.

Since it takes about two weeks after vaccination for protective antibodies to develop, it is best that 

people get vaccinated as soon as possible so they are protected before influenza begins spreading 

in their community. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that everyone 

six months of age and older should get a flu vaccine as soon as it is available.

Vaccination to prevent the disease is particularly important for people who are at high risk of 

serious complications from influenza. Young children, senior adults, pregnant women and people 

with certain chronic medical conditions are among those who are at high risk of serious flu 

complications, possibly requiring hospitalization and sometimes resulting in death. 

Garland’s Public Health Clinic, located at 206 Carver St., has flu vaccines for children and adults 

of all ages. This year the clinic will also offer flu vaccines that are manufactured without the use 

of eggs. One of these, Flublok® Quadrivalent, is the first high antigen content quadrivalent flu 

vaccine approved by the Food and Drug Administration. It contains three times more antigen 

than traditional flu vaccines, making it a great choice for seniors and those with compromised 

immune systems. Flublok is approved for persons who are 18 years and older.

Call 972-205-3370 or check the Public Health Department page at GarlandTX.gov to make sure 

we have received the vaccine. Remember, we strive to be a community of immunity!

If you are an employer and would like to reduce winter absenteeism among your employees, you may 

want to consider an on-site flu vaccination clinic. Call 972-205-3370 for more information.

FALL 
SEASON 
MEANS 
FLU 
SEASON
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FIREWHEEL TO HOST PRO GOLFERS 
AT QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT
Selected by the PGA TOUR to host a Web.com Tour first-stage 
qualifying tournament, the Bridges Course at Firewheel Golf 
Park is proof that Garland is home to a top Texas golf course.
From Sept. 23 to 28, more than 150 professional 
golfers will compete at Firewheel, the City of 
Garland’s municipal golf complex, for a chance to 
make it onto the prestigious PGA TOUR.

“Over the past years, Firewheel’s courses have 
continued to gain recognition and the attention 
of the PGA and PGA TOUR,” said Director of Golf 
Don Kennedy. “We’ve hosted PGA-sanctioned 
events, giving the organizations a chance to see 
that our courses are in great condition.” 

Kennedy noted the Bridges Course is looking 
pristine. Preparations began in June on the 
fairways, roughs, tees and clubhouse.

“This is a great opportunity for us to showcase 
our golf course and facility. Not only to 
professional golfers, but for anyone in Garland 
and the surrounding area,” said Kennedy.

Admission to the tournament is free for spectators. 

Firewheel welcomes golf enthusiasts to walk 
the course with the pros, set up chairs along the 
course or watch the action from the Branding Iron 
Restaurant. 

Practice rounds for the tournament will begin 
Sunday, Sept. 23, and continue Monday, Sept. 24. 
The qualifying tournament will be played Tuesday 
through Friday, beginning at 7:30 a.m. and ending 

around 5 p.m. each day. 

FAIR 
HOUSING SERVICES
Know your RIGHTS  

The Fair Housing Act is a federal law that makes 

it illegal to deny housing, refuse to rent, sell, 

negotiate, or offer different terms and conditions 

because of the following protected classes:  race, 

color, religion, sex, national origin, familial status 

or disability.

Keep Housing Fair 

The Fair Housing Act, protects tenants against 

discrimination based on seven protected classes, 

including “familial status.” This means that if 

you refuse to rent to tenants simply because they 

have children (under the age of 18) or you treat 

tenants differently because they have children, 

you may be violating federal law.  

Landlords may not locate families with children 

in any single portion of a complex, place an 

unreasonable restriction on the total number of 

persons who may reside in a dwelling, or limit 

their access to recreational services provided to 

other tenants. In most instances, the amended 

Fair Housing Act prohibits a housing provider 

from refusing to rent or sell to families with 

children.

Examples

• “The landlord informed me that we had to 

move to a unit in the back of the apartment 

complex; the manager informed me that 

we could not rent a unit on the second floor 

because the children would disturb families 

on the first floor.”

• “The manager stated that my children could 

not play outside during certain hours.”

If you think your rights have been violated, Garland 

Fair Housing Services is ready to help with any problem 

of housing discrimination. For inquiries or assistance, 

call 972-205-3300.

FAIR 
HOUSING 
IS THE 
LAW!

CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERS  
2018-19 BUDGET PRIORITIES
The Garland City Council continues to review and assess budget 
priorities for the 2018-19 fiscal year that begins Oct. 1. Council is 
scheduled to make its final vote during the Sept. 18 Regular Meeting.
The top priorities to be addressed in the new budget are intended to:
• Maintain elevated funding for street repairs,
• Address public safety staffing needs in Police and Fire,
• Expand the focus on redevelopment opportunities,
• Bolster the City’s ability to manage and complete capital projects,
• Elevate park maintenance and expand City-sponsored events, and
• Enhance the care of animals at the City’s shelter.

The proposed budget does not call for an increase in the property tax rate. No rate increases are 

proposed for electricity, solid waste collection or stormwater service. However, a monthly increase 

in water and sewer rates is included due to ongoing cost increases in wholesale water supplied by the 

North Texas Municipal Water District and infrastructure requirements. 

The City Council began working on the budget during its Aug. 6 Work Session and has held two special 

Work Sessions and a public hearing in August. Another public hearing will be held during the Sept. 4 

Regular Meeting, with a possible special Work Session on Sept. 6. A final public hearing will be held 

during the Sept. 18 Regular Meeting. Afterward the Council will take final budget adoption action.

Visit GarlandTX.gov for meeting agendas, as well as live and on-demand video of City Council proceedings. All regularly 

scheduled and special budget sessions will be broadcast online and on CGTV, the City’s government access cable channel.
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ENVIRONMENTAL WASTE 
SERVICES RECOGNIZES  
LOCAL STUDENT
Garland ISD student puts 
her passion in action.
Garland Environmental Waste Services 

would like to applaud Ximena Coronado 

for her strong work ethic during the City’s 

high school internship program. She is 

interested in ways we can protect our 

ecosystem through public service. During 

the summer she put her passion into action 

by helping identify top recyclers in the cart 

inspection pilot program. Additionally, 

Ximena created training for student leaders 

to teach their peers about single-stream 

recycling. Ximena is a proud member of 

the Garland Youth Council and serves on 

Garland High School’s student council. 

The City encourages all qualifying students 

to consider applying for City internship 

programs as they become available.

HELP WANTED
BLUE CREW
Volunteers are needed for a new 
program to help residents recycle the 
right things and leave out the stuff 
that belongs somewhere else.
Those interested in walking the neighborhoods to inspect 

carts and help educate community members on how to 

recycle should contact Garland Environmental Waste 

Services at EWS@GarlandTX.gov (attention blue crew), or 

call 972-205-3562. 

Clean recycling is better recycling! 

Saturday, October 20 th 9 a.m.-1 p.m.  
Hella Shrine Pavilion  

2121 Rowlett Rd.  Garland, Texas 

Register at www.tricitycleanup.org

PLASTIC CONTAINERS 
AND JUGS

GLASS ALUMINUM, STEEL 
AND TIN CAN

PAPER AND CARDBOARD

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 20
Hella Shrine Pavilion, 2121 Rowlett Rd. Garland, TX
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THEFT OF UTILITY 
SERVICES IS ACTIVELY 
INVESTIGATED

Theft of electric or water service is 
against the law and dangerous. 
Customers who tamper with a meter to obtain utility 

service may think they are getting away with the theft, 

but the Utility Customer Service Department has a skilled 

investigative team that uncovers most tampering situations.

“We actively look into leads provided by concerned 

neighbors and our system resources to find and stop 

utility theft,” said Billing and Revenue Supervisor Derek 

Burt. 

If a tampering situation is identified, the account holder 

must pay for service restoration, an administrative penalty 

and damage charges. In most cases, power or water 

consumed by theft will be back billed to the customer. 

Restitution may be handled through the court system.

If you suspect someone of electricity or water theft in Garland, 

contact the Utility Theft Hotline at 972-205-2635 to report the 

details. Callers may remain anonymous.

Electricity makes our lives easier, but it can also be 
dangerous! Always use caution around electricity.  
Follow these electricity safety rules:  

Outdoors:

• Never go near a downed power line. Call 

the police (911) and GP&L (972-205-3000) 

to report a downed line.

• Substations and pad-mounted 

transformers contain high voltages of 

electricity. Don’t climb or play around 

either. 

 

Indoors:

• Don't run electrical cords under rugs or 

furniture.

• Immediately disconnect an appliance if 

it blows a fuse or emits smoke or sparks. 

Have the appliance repaired before using 

it again or discard it.

• Don't use electrical appliances outdoors 

when the ground is damp or wet.

Visit gpltexas.org/safety for more electricity safety tips.
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GARLAND’S CAMPFIRE TALES
What do you get when you mix a few urban legend tales, 
some historical events, a campfire and a master storyteller? 
Garland’s Campfire Tales presented by Heritage Crossing! 
Join us from 5 to 8 p.m. every Saturday from Oct. 20 to Nov. 17 from to hear history and lore 

as you step back in time. Enjoy sitting around a campfire on the Downtown Square listening 

to true accounts, tall tales and even a few ghost stories. Chili and hot cocoa are served starting 

at 5 p.m. At 6 p.m. the storyteller will begin performing his original stories from Garland’s 

history. At 7 p.m. we invite you to enjoy s’mores around the campfire as you stay warm and 

cozy on the cool autumn nights. 

For questions or more information, email Heritage@GarlandTX.gov or visit GarlandHeritage.com.  

YOU CAN HELP PREVENT  
WATER POLLUTION
Protect our local creeks and lakes with these easy tips.
Fluids leaking from vehicles 

can cause water pollution. 

When it rains, these fluids 

flow down the storm drains 

and are carried to our local 

creeks and lakes. 

• Maintain vehicles to 

reduce leaks.

• Clean up spills with 

absorbent material.

• Avoid hosing down garage 

floors and driveways. 

Instead, sweep regularly.

• Use a commercial car 

wash facility.

• Drop off used motor oil, transmission fluid, oil filters and vehicle batteries at the City of 

Garland Recycling Center, 1426 Commerce St. Hours of operation are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday through Friday and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. Drop-off service is free to Garland 

residents.

For more tips to protect our creeks, visit the Stormwater Management page at GarlandTX.gov.

OCTOBER 13 | 10 A.M. TO 2 P.M.

SAFETY
FEST2018
FIRE ADMINISTRATION, 1500 STATE HWY 66

ENJOY A DAY OF FREE FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
AND FUN SAFETY EDUCATION WITH THE 
GARLAND FIRE DEPARTMENT.

• Fire Prevention Education
• CPR Demonstration
• Car Fire & Helicopter Landing
• Fire Engines, Ambulances  & 

Police Cars
• Kids Activities & Free Photos
• Bounce Slide & Food Trucks
• Obstacle Course
• Face Painters & More!

Free Event!

BLOOD DRIVE

Protect our local creeks and lakes with these easy tips.
Fluids leaking from vehicles 

can cause water pollution. 

When it rains, these fluids 

flow down the storm drains 

and are carried to our local 

creeks and lakes.

•

•

•

•
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STUDENTS INVITED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN SECOND 
ANNUAL ECO-AWARENESS 
FASHION COMPETITION 
As part of the Noon Exchange Club of Garland’s Labor 
Day parade on Sept. 3, students are invited to wow 
the community with their green fashion sense in a 
competition for middle and high school students who 
live in Garland or attend GISD. 
Points will be awarded for an outfit’s ability to raise environmental awareness and the 

use of items that would have otherwise been recycled or sent to the landfill. Bonus 

points will be awarded to students who wear their outfit and walk with Go Green 

Garland during the parade.

Prizes will be awarded in two groups: middle school and high school. First place will 

receive $250; second place will receive $150; and third place will receive $100. Awards 

will be in the form of Visa gift cards sponsored by FCC Environmental Services.

For more information, contact Garland Environmental Waste Services at  

EWS@GarlandTX.gov or 972-205-3562, or visit GoGreenGarland.org.

TREE POWER 
FREE TREE 
GIVEAWAY
The Tree Power Free Tree program 

teams Garland Power & Light with 

the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 

Department to provide a free tree 

for Garland residents in an effort to 

conserve energy and beautify the 

community.

7 A.M. TO 1 P.M.  
(OR WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)
SATURDAY, NOV. 3
HASKELL L. ROACH GARDEN CENTER
1221 SPRING CREEK DRIVE (IN WINTER PARK)

To receive a free tree, simply prove your Garland residency by providing 

a valid Texas driver’s license (with a Garland address) or a current City of 

Garland utility bill. Only one tree will be given per household.

The trees are 4-to-6-foot tall Shummard Red Oaks, Chinquapin Oaks, Bur Oaks 

and Live Oaks. Planting and care instructions will be provided. 

Call 972-205-3588 for more information.

TREE POWER 

The Tree Power Free Tree program 

teams Garland Power & Light with 

the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 

Department to provide a free tree 

for Garland residents in an effort to 

conserve energy and beautify the 

(OR WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

HASKELL L. ROACH GARDEN CENTER
1221 SPRING CREEK DRIVE (IN WINTER PARK)

To receive a free tree, simply prove your Garland residency by providing 

a valid Texas driver’s license (with a Garland address) or a current City of 

Garland utility bill. Only one tree will be given per household.

The trees are 4-to-6-foot tall Shummard Red Oaks, Chinquapin Oaks, Bur Oaks 

and Live Oaks. Planting and care instructions will be provided. 

METER 
ACCESS 
NEEDED
Help technicians access your meter 
efficiently.
The electronic-read water and electric meters installed by the 

City of Garland allow for drive-by meter reading each month. 

This means that meter readers do not physically access each 

of these meters monthly. However, City employees need to 

access the meters from time to time. 

To help technicians access your meter efficiently:

• Cut grass around the water meter to stop it from growing 

over the lid.

• Do not place brush or bulky items for pickup on top of 

meter lids.

• Trim or remove bushes and vegetation around electric 

meters.

Visit GarlandUtilities.org for more information about meter reading.
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QUALITY OF LIFEQUALITY OF LIFE
ARTS PROGRAMS 
At the Granville Arts Center, 300 N. Fifth St.
"BAREFOOT IN THE PARK" BY GARLAND CIVIC THEATRE 
SEPT. 6-23 | Garland Civic Theatre kicks off its 2018-19 

season with Neil Simon’s classic comedy about newlyweds, first 

apartments, bad plumbing and matchmaking! Tickets available 

at GarlandArtsBoxOffice.com, 972-205-2790 or in-person at the 

Granville Arts Center Box Office, open Monday through Friday, 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m. and two hours before each performance. 

"THE 39 STEPS" BY GARLAND CIVIC THEATRE 
OCT. 18-NOV. 4 | Alfred Hitchcock meets Monty Python 

in this comedy tour-de-force of four actors playing 150 roles! 

Tickets available at GarlandArtsBoxOffice.com, 972-205-2790 or in-

person at the Granville Arts Center Box Office, open Monday through 

Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and two hours before each performance.

GARLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
7:30 P.M. OCT. 19 | Garland Symphony Orchestra opens its 

“Symphonic Kaleidoscope” season with guest artist Simone 

Sala on piano. Tickets available at GarlandArtsBoxOffice.com, 

972-205-2790 or in-person at the Granville Arts Center Box Office, 

open Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and two hours before 

the performance.

At the Plaza Theatre, 521 W. State St.
FREE MOVIES AT THE PLAZA
The City of Garland presents several FREE movies 

throughout the year at the Plaza Theatre in Downtown 

Garland. All are first-come, first-served general admission 

shows. No tickets are required. Popcorn, candy, soda and water are 

available for $2 each.

• 7 P.M. SEPT. 14 |  "THE SEARCHERS"
• 7 P.M. OCT. 27 | "HAUNTED HONEYMOON"

"DEARLY DEPARTED" BY CORP 
OCT. 12-21 | When the patriarch of the Turpin family 

keels over dead, the struggle to get him buried involves the 

whole clan, including the not-so-grieving widow who wants 

to put "Mean and Surly" on the tombstone. The beleaguered 

Turpin family proves that living and dying in the South 

are seldom tidy and always hilarious. Tickets available at 

GarlandArtsBoxOffice.com or 972-205-2790. Tickets will also be 

available at the door.

LIBRARY'S 
DOWNLOADABLE BOOKS 
SERVICE REACHES ONE 
MILLION MARK
The Garland Library’s popular downloadable books 
service has reached a new high! 
The one millionth item, "I’d Tell You I Love You, But Then I’d Have to Kill You," a young adult 

mystery by Ally Carter, was recently downloaded using the service’s OverDrive app. 

Established in 2006, 12,310 items were downloaded in the service’s first year. Since that time, 

use of the Library’s downloadable books has become even easier and more widespread. 

Downloads have increased 35 percent in just the last three years, to a total of 189,450 items 

downloaded last year. Libby, OverDrive’s more user-friendly, “one-tap reading app,” was 

also introduced in the last year and was recognized as one of the “Best Hidden Gem” apps by 

Google.

The Library’s digital collection currently offers patrons more than 60,000 e-books 

and audio books to download free of charge for use on computers and mobile devices. 

Downloadable library books check out just like books in the Library’s print collections, but 

are accessible online 24/7. There are never any fines because digital books are automatically 

returned on time.

In addition to this convenience, patrons have found the downloadable books service helpful 

in many ways, including its use as an aid for dyslexia and an alternative source of material for 

the homebound. Garland’s Library, which has been providing downloadable Overdrive books 

longer than any other library in Texas, has developed “The Library Online” into a collection 

admired by people in the area. One patron remarked, “Garland has an excellent range of 

books, much bigger than a lot of other libraries. I use Overdrive now all that I can, instead of 

print books. [I] find it easy to use, and I love it.” 

For more information about downloadable library books, visit Library.GarlandTX.gov or  

call 972-205-2501.

“Garland has an 
excellent range of books, 
much bigger than a lot 
of other libraries. I use 
Overdrive now all that 
I can, instead of print 
books. [I] find it easy to 
use, and I love it.”
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY FALL BOOK SALE 
Sept. 13-15 at South Garland Branch Library
Friends Membership Meeting and Members-Only Book Sale: 6 p.m. Sept. 13, with sale continuing until 8:30 p.m. 

Public Book Sale: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 14 and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 15  

Please bring your own bags to carry home your purchases. 

For more information call 972-205-3931 or 972-205-2543.  

LIBRARY PROGRAMS
Youth Programs
BOOKS AND BEYOND, 2 P.M. | Support your kids’ 

creativity by bringing them to Books and Beyond at the 

Central Library, a free program for children ages 6 to 12 that 

consists of book discussions and activities.

• SEPT. 15: PAINT BY STICKER
• OCT. 20: ESCAPE ROOM AT THE LIBRARY 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED. CALL 972-205-2516.

TWEEN SCENE, 6:30 P.M. |  This free program, designed for 

youth ages 10 to 13, consists of book discussions and activities 

related to interesting themes. 

CANDY SCIENCE
• SEPT. 6: SOUTH GARLAND LIBRARY
• SEPT. 13: NORTH GARLAND LIBRARY
CREATE YOUR OWN SQUISH TOY
• OCT. 4: SOUTH GARLAND LIBRARY
• OCT. 11: NORTH GARLAND LIBRARY

STEM ENGINEERING CHALLENGES, 2:30 P.M.  
SEPT. 29, SOUTH GARLAND BRANCH LIBRARY | Kids 

ages 6 through 12 can practice their STEM engineering skills 

by taking on building challenges using wood blocks, plastic 

cups and craft sticks. The challenges include building a 

structure using only one cube as the base, a structure with only 

one cup as the base and building the tallest structure possible.

HARRY POTTER POTIONS CLASS, 2:30 P.M.  
OCT. 13, SOUTH GARLAND BRANCH LIBRARY  
Children ages 6 through 12 can experience Professor Snape’s 

Potions Class from the popular Harry Potter book series. The 

class will consist of four science experiments using household 

items like milk, dishwashing liquid, vinegar, baking soda 

and food coloring. Experiments include making unicorn 

milk, fizzing elixir, fleeing spiders and the famous Mandrake 

Restorative Draught.

All libraries will be closed Monday, Sept. 3, for Labor Day.

Fall Storytimes 
through Dec. 1
CENTRAL LIBRARY 
625 AUSTIN ST.,  
972-205-2517
• Toddler Storytime  

(18-36 mos.) 
Mondays, 10 a.m.

• Preschool Storytime (3-5 yrs.)                
Mondays, 11 a.m.

NORTH GARLAND  
BRANCH LIBRARY 

3845 N. GARLAND AVE.,  
972-205-2804
• Wee Read (birth to 18 mos.) 

Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
• Toddler Storytime  

(18-36 mos.)                
Fridays, 10 a.m.

• Preschool Storytime (3-5 yrs.)                   
Fridays, 11 a.m.

SOUTH GARLAND  
BRANCH LIBRARY 
4845 BROADWAY BLVD.,  
972-205-3933
• Toddler Storytime  

(18-36 mos.)       
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

• Preschool Storytime (3-5 yrs.)          
Wednesdays, 11 a.m.

• Family Storytime             
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. 

WALNUT CREEK  
BRANCH LIBRARY 
3319 EDGEWOOD DRIVE,  
972-205-2585
• Family Storytime   

Tuesdays, 7 p.m.

Adult Programs
ADULT CRAFT WORKSHOPS, 2 P.M.  SOUTH 
GARLAND BRANCH LIBRARY | Each workshop 

features a unique craft project or art piece. All supplies 

are provided by the library. Registration is required to 

attend and is limited to 24 participants. Call 972-205-

3931 to register.

• SEPT. 22: STRING PAINTING | Adults can 

learn string painting techniques and use string, 

watercolors and recycled book pages to create their 

own work of art. Registration will begin Sept. 8. 

• OCT. 27: BUTTON ART | Adults can make button 

art by arranging clothing buttons on a canvas in a 

personal design. Registration will begin Oct. 13. 

SENIOR SOCIAL HOUR, 2 P.M. CENTRAL LIBRARY  
This free program series for seniors is open to anyone 

age 55 and older. Doors open 30 minutes before 

performance. For information, call 972-205-2502.

• SEPT. 20: RECAST BRASS | Listen to popular 

tunes from and about major world cities performed 

by Recast Brass, an all brass quintet featuring the 

sounds of two trumpets, a trombone, a French horn, 

and a tuba. 

• OCT. 18: MUSICIAN MATT TOLENTINO | 
Enjoy an hour of German polka music presented 

by accordionist Matt Tolentino in honor of German 

Heritage Month. Tolentino 

is a native of Dallas who 

specializes in popular 

pre-swing music from the 

1895 to 1935 period. He 

frequently performs at 

theatres and clubs in Dallas 

and leads three bands: the 

four-piece Matt Tolentino 

Band; a seven-piece group, 

The Royal Klobasneks; 

and an 18-piece foxtrot 

orchestra, The Singapore 

Slingers.

More Library events can be found online at  

Library.GarlandTX.gov.
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PARKS & 
RECREATION
Featured Programs
KIDS’ BOXING FITNESS  
WEDNESDAYS AND THURSDAYS, 6 TO 6:30 P.M. AGES 
6-15, $39/MONTH| Full-body movements help tone 
muscles and build strength while enhancing athletic skills 
including footwork, agility and coordination. Audubon 
Recreation Center, 342 W. Oates Road, 972-205-3991 or 
ARC@GarlandTX.gov.

PRESCHOOL ROUND-UP 
MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS, 9:30 TO 11 A.M. AGES 
2-5, $30/MONTH | Let the kids loose as they get the 
chance to play with balls, tunnels, hula hoops and more in 
this unstructured play time. Bradfield Recreation Center, 
1146 Castle Drive, 972-205-2770 or BRC@GarlandTX.gov. 

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS 
TUESDAYS, 7 TO 8 P.M. AGES 15 AND UP, $49/MONTH| 
Engage in cross-functional training that develops 
strength, stamina and discipline. Experience hybrid 
grappling and striking styles while increasing endurance, 
conditioning, footwork and proper technique. Fields 
Recreation Center, 1701 Dairy Road, 972-205-3090 or 
FRC@GarlandTX.gov.

EARLY ACHIEVER'S PRESCHOOL ACADEMY 
TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS, 9:15 A.M. TO NOON. AGES 
3-5, $135/MONTH | Personalized curriculum provides 
hands-on, theme-based lessons that focus on academic, 
social, emotional, physical and creative development. 
Holford Recreation Center, 2314 Homestead Place,  
972-205-2772 or HRC@GarlandTX.gov. 

BODY 360 
THURSDAYS, 6 TO 7 P.M. AGES 18 AND UP, $32/MONTH 
| This total-body workout is a unique blend of interval 
training that will strengthen and tone muscles, enhance 
your core and increase flexibility. Hollabaugh Recreation 
Center, 3925 W. Walnut St., 972-205-2721 or  
HHRC@GarlandTX.gov.

FOLLOW US!  
@PLAYGARLAND

SILVER SCOOP
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
Stay in the know about events and activities happening at 
Garland's senior centers and around town! Get the latest issue at 
the Senior Activity Center, the Carver Senior Center or online.

DOWNLOAD ONLINE AT  
HTTP://BIT.LY/COGSILVERSCOOP OR SCAN 
THE QR CODE TO GET THE LATEST NEWS! 

Thursday, Nov. 29
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS
9/3
Labor Day Parade 
City Offices Closed

9/4
City Council Work Session*
City Council Meeting*

9/10
Plan Commission*

9/17
City Council Work Session*

9/18
City Council Meeting*

9/24
Plan Commission*

9/29
Garland Guzzler 0.5K Race

10/1
City Council Work Session*

10/2
City Council Meeting*

10/8
Plan Commission*

10/13
Safety Fest
Landfill Open House

10/15
City Council Work Session*

10/16
City Council Meeting*

10/22
Plan Commission*

10/26
The Garland Graveyard

11/3
Tree Power Free Tree 
Giveaway

11/10
Neighborhood Summit

* Located at City Hall,  
   200 N. Fifth St., First Floor




